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PROV. 28. 13. 


' Hethat covereth biz ſins ſhall not proſper : but whoſe 
confeſſeth and forſaketh'them, ſball have mercy. 


N theſe Words, two different Ways, which Sin- 
ners take toattaints Happineſs, are repreſented 
tous; The'one ſhortand broad, but impaſſable, 
by reaſon of Thieves and Precipices : ; He that 

covercth his ſins ſpall not proſper: the other long and 

ſtrait, but certainand ſecure, Whoſo confeſſeth and for- 

ſ aketh them, ſhall have mercy, . Orit youwill, a com- 

mon Shipwrack, wherein two Planks are preſented to 

us, to ſave us fromdrowning ; The one painted , but 

rotten, which will undoubtedly deceive us, chat 5, 

the Plank'of Dilimulation- : He that covereth bis ſins 

ſhall not proſper : The other rugged, but ſound, which 

will infallibly bring us ſafe to Land, that is, the Plank 
of Repentance ; Hethat confeſſeth and forſaketh them, 
ſhall have mercie. 

Or laſtly, We'may conſider herein the Sore, the 
Chyrurgery, and the Succeſs : The Sore is: Sin, the 
Courſe of Chyrurgery is double and different, the 
oneby healing over, or binding up, the other by 1 - nct- 
p 10N, 


a) 
fion,or cleanſing out ; the one with ſupple Oy], the 0- 
cher with ſharp Vineper 5 the 6he by bathing, the o- 
ther by lancing ; the one by covering, the other by 
co p. Th Snccels is likewiſe double, anddit- 
feretit, proportionable to the two ways of cure; the 
one unproſperous, ſhall not proſper ; the other proſpe- 
rous, ſhall have mercy. Hethat covereth his ſins ſhall 
not proſper: but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh th:m, 
ſhalt have mercie. | 

The Sore is ſpiritual and epidemical, that's Sin, 

2. Chron.6. When every one ſhall know his own ſore. 
And moreemphatically Iſa. 1.6. its ſtyleda putrifying 
fore, So long as our firſt Parents continued in the 
ſtate of Innocencie , Roſes grew without Thorns, as 
St. Ambroſeoblerved. Asthere was no Sin, ſo there 
was no Sickneſs ; no'Sores in the World, either of 
Soul or Body. Indeed it was not impoſlible for them 
toſin, ſo they ſhould have been Gods, not Men; but 
it was poſlible for them not to have ſinned, whichisas 
much as the Angels in Heaven can challenge to them- 
{elves: for many of them fell irrecoverably, becauſe 
they found not aRedeemet, and thoſe, which ſtood, 
owe their Conſervation , as we do our Redemption, 
to the Croſsof Chriſt, Col. 1.20. But by the fall of A- 
damthe Imageof God became defaced in Man, the 
Rays of heavenly Light eclipſed, the Sparkles of di- 
vine Grace cooled, the Underſtanding infatuated, the 
Will confounded, the AﬀeStions diſordered, and in 
place of theſe Perfe&ions, Sinentered into the world 
as an Hereditary Contagion, a ſpiritual Leprofie, _ 
E: 


2D (3) 
the Confequents of it, all manner of Sores and Di- 
ſeaſes,:both of Souland Bady, whichcannotbecur'd 
with all the Balm inGzlead, inorcleans'd with all;the 
Water in the Ocean ; but anely by the Blood of 
Chriſt, andinorder:to that, :by Repentance ; which 
is the:Cure commended.inmy Text. 

Henceall thoſe fwarmsof Fevers, Catarrhs, Gouts, 
Palſies, Apoplexies, andthe like, which do infeft che 
Body of Manmore than any other living Creatures : 
We may be burned up with Cholerick Diſtempers, 
drowned with Hydropick 'Humours, choak'd with 
the Fumes of a vitiousStomack , and buried quick in 
the Grave of Melancholick -Imaginations. But ithe 
chiefeſt Defe&s are thoſe of the Soul,as 1. Ignorance, 
thatiin ſothick amiſt of ErroursandSefts,. we know 
nothow to finde out the-Fruth; andthat;whichtops 
up our Folly is; Thatwe.are grown! too-wile 1n-aur 
-own  conceits. 2. 'Concupiſcence , that Peſtilence 
of 'the Sou]; whole cankeredRloſloms are ſtill ſprout- 
ing upin the moſt Regenerate Hearts; -this weaken- 

ed the Power of 'Sampſon, wifatuated the Wildom of 
Solomon, defiled: the Holinels:.of Dawid. 3. Selt- 
love, an hidden Poyſon,the-Ruſt..of: the Minde, the 
Moth of Holineſs, the Parent of Envie, the Original 
-of all Vices. .44.'Diſcontent, which anakes.us prize 
what we want, flexght whatweenjoy,.more {entible 
of Safferings thanof'Bleſlings ; - Jike little Children, 
which for want of ſome 'Foy which they afteG,throw 
away} they have , and#all.a crying : wedollow 
\Contentment hard ,cbut asFools do an. Ignis\Fainzs, 
B > at- 


bat (4) 
always ata diſtance. 5. rom fear; If we 
do ill, we fear Magiſtrates; if we do well, we fear 
BetraQors: if we berich, we fear Thieves; if poor, 
Creditors; if we hate, we fear Enemies; if we love; 
Corrivals. 6. Diſtcuſt; 'Weallfay, Wetruſt God, 

but for the moſt part ſooner with our Souls, than with 
our Eſtates, and hardly without a Pawn, as Uſuters 
would truſt a Bankrupt. Laſtly Hypocrifie : If there 
be a Mote in the Eye, there is a Beam inthe Heart ; if 
there be a Beam in the Eye, there is a Stack of Mit- 
chief in the Heart : We look one way, and row ano». 
ther way; blow hot.and cold with the ſame Mauth, 
and have our Hearts more double than our breath: 
We flatter for advantage, and we ſlander for advan- 
tage; we ſerve God for advantage, and ifnecd be, 
we {erve the. Devil for advantage. Then ſince we 
have all made ſhipwrack of Baptiſmal'Grace by ſin, 
ſince all without exception do ſtand in need of a ſe- 
cond Plank to fave them from drowning, it remains 
that we make choice of one of the two preſented to 
us in my Text, Diſſimulation,or Converſion ; Cover- 
ing, or Confeſling : That's the next part : He that co- 
wereth his ſins ſhall not proſper : but whoſo confeſſeth 
and forſaketh them ſball have mercy. | 

There are three -good covers of ſin in holy Scri- 
pture, 1. Charity, 2. Converſion, 3. Pardon : The 
two firſt are mens covers, the third is Gods<over. 

1, Charity, Prov.10.12. Hatred flirreth up ſtrife 
but love covereth all fins, and 1.Pet.4.8. Charity [Lall 
cover the multitude of fins ; Charity thinketh no evil, 
Charity ſuſpeQeth no hurt, Charity interprets all 

things 
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things in the beſt ſenſe; Charity doth not aggravate 
orexaggeratethe faults of men, but ſeeks to extenu- 
atethem, imputing them to a good Intention, or to 
Ignorance, or to Surprize, or to the violence of Tem- 

tation : Charity delights not in carrying about far- 


dlesof Tales and Calumnies,as Pedlars Jo their Packs, 


from Houſe to Houle, nor to divulge the Faulrs of 
Men, ascurſed Cham did the Nakednels of his Father; 
but to conceal them, and to ſuppreſs them, as Joſeph 
was not willing to make Mary a publique example : 


Charity is not vindictive, to write Injuries in Marble, 


but buries them in oblivion. He that wants this co- 
ver, 18 an unclean Veſlel ; He that hath not this wed- 
ding Garment, is ſure to be caſt into outer darknels ; 
but he that hath it is bleſſed ; he ſhall proſper : Judge 
not, and you ſhall not be judged. 

The ſecond good Cover 1s Converſion, Fam.$.20. 
He that conwerteth a ſinner, ſhall ſave a ſoul, and hide 
a multitude of ſins. Juſt as he converts a Sinner, and 
favesa Soul, ſo he hides fins ; not primitively, but de- 
rivatively ; not principally, but ſubordinately ; not 
{overeignly, but miniſterially, He converts morally, 


but Grace, Phyſically ; he by perſwading, but Grace 


| by renewing. Now Converſion being an infallib'e 


way to Renuflion, ke that helps to convert, helps to 
cover ſin; that's one way. 2. He that converts a man 
helpsto amend him, and after amendment the ſhame 
of former ſins is covered ; the memory of them is ra- 
ther a Badge of Honour, than a note of Ignominy ; 
ike the ſcarof a Souldiers wound, after it is healed. 

B 3 Thus 
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Thus he hides the fins 6 - EN But he hides 
his own fin likewife, that is, diſpoſitively he renders 
himſelf more capable of Gods pardon. Bleſſed are 
the merciful, for they ſhall finde mercy : Butthoſebu- 
ſie Bodies, whoſe AﬀeStions are ſtronger than their 
Judgements,who Jabour with tooth and nail toſpread 
abroad their erroneous Dreams, muſt expe&noſhare 
in this Bleſſing : VV» be to you Seribes and Phariſees, 
hypocrites : for you compaſs ſea and and land to make a 
Proſelyte, and make him two-fold more a child of Hell, 
than your ſelves. 

The third kinde'of covering of fin is 'the'forgi- 
ving of it. Pſal.85.2. Thou haſt forgiven their iniqui- 
ty, and covered all their ſms *:. that 1s, covered them 
from the eyeof thy Juſtiee-; as a Wound iscovered 
with a Plaiſter, tocure it 3 asa-dead Body is covered 
in the Grave, toavoid the ſtenchof it; as the' Doors 
of the Iſraelites were covered with the Blood of the 
Paſchal Lamb, to cauſe the' deſtroying Angel to pals 
by them. In the ſame regard elſewhere'the Remi(- 
ſion of ſins 4s called a forgetting'of them, -a caſting of 
them behinde the back, , a burying them in the bottom bf 
the ſea : of all Covers, *this is the beſt, Pal. 32.*r. 
Bleſſed is the man whoſe twanſgreſſron is forgiven , and 
whoſe ſin is covered. 

But theſe are not the Covers intended in my Text, 
the firſt of which is down-right Demial , as Gehexi 
thought to have out-faced his Maſter, and Ananias 
and Sapphira, St. Peter. Prov. 30. The harlot eateth and 
wipeth hes month, and ſaith , What have I lone ? Men 
are 


- | 
are tooapt to forget the all-leeing Eye of GOD; like 
Woodcocks, which thruſt their Heads in a Buſh, and 
think noman ſees them, becauſe they ſeenoman. Let 
the leprofie of Gehez4,let the ſudden death of Ananics 
& Sapphira warn us to take heed how we eek to co- 
ver our faults withlyes ; well may it advantagea man 
alittle for the preſent,asa lye got St. Peter his admiſli- 
on into the high Prieſts hall, but it hath ever a foul end- 
ing , and within a while forfeits the whole ſtock of a 
mans credit and reputation : Therefore the Scripture 
faith , That a lying Tongue is but for a moment ; and 10 
God it is a very abomination Prov.12.22. Then tell the 
Truth, and ſhame the Devil : When a Fault is inge- 
nuouſly difcovered,the Amend; is half made. 

The ſecond Cover ismincing or extenuating of our 
ſins, as theSluggard, Yet alittle ſleep, a little ſlumber; 
and Jonathan did but Taſte a little Honey upon his 
Rods end : But a little leavenleaveneth the whole Jump, 
a few dead flies cauſe the oyntment of the Apothecarie to 

ftiak,, Eccl.11, . Hethatclippeth a little of the Kings 
Coyn, is guilty of Treaſon ; every little Sand hath his 
weight; and it is all one whether a man be preſſed 
todeath withan heap of Sand,or a Maſs of Lead,whc- 
ther a Ship be overwhelmed with one great wave, or 
drowned with many {mall Leaks. More periſh by 
the daily habitual preſumptuous practice of lefler ſine, 
than by one foul a& of ſome greaterſin.. We deteſt 
that horrid Paradox, That all fins are equal ; That bc 
15 as great a Tranſgreſflor that kills a Cock-Chicken 
- without a cauſe, as he that murthersa.Prince. But he 

that: 
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rhat makes light of any ſin, D he comes to make 
up his account with God, deſtroys himſelf ; yet this 
1zoften our Condition : A mote in onr neighbours eye, 
| ſhews greater than a beam inour own. 

The third Cover is that of Excuſes.” Saul pleads 
for a Sacrifice to the Lord, to excuſe his own Diſobe- 
dience. Gebex4- pleads the neceſlity of the Sons of 
the Prophets for his Bribery, Fudas leageth the poor 
co palliate his Coveronlinnl. When the King of hea- 
ven invites Men to his great Supper,'one hath marri- 
eda Wife, anotherpurchaſeda Farm, the third muſt 
gg*to prove ſoine Oxen ; many frame Excuſes to 
themſelves with as much eaſe as the Spider weaves her 
Webs. -Every Sin hath its Cloak, Malice and __ 
venge pretends zeal of Juſtice; Willful Murther, 
mean in our Duelliſts, which cries to Heaven for R- 
venge, muffles it ſelf i up inthe Cloak of Honour and 
Reputation. Theſe Fig-tree Leaves may ſerve to co- 
verour Sins well enough, whilſt it is Vacation ;' but 
take heed of the Term-time when it comes ': When 
Conſcience begins to ſpit Fire and Brimſtone in our 
Face, when the Devil pulls off the Hood wherewith 
he hath blinded us; then all theſe painted Excules va- 
niſh away, we hear nothing but Hues and Cries , we 
ſee nothing but eviderit DeſtruQtion. 

The fourth Cover is, Transferring ofour {insupon 
others; as Adam upon the Woman, the Iſraelites up- 
ontheir Fathers. The Fathers have eaten ſowre grapes, 
and the Childrens teeth are ſet on edge; as if the multt- 
tude of Delinquents did leſſen the Offence ; nay ra- 
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ther,the more the Tek C om, the nearer ate the 
Jadgementsof God... Orhersaccuſe the Times, and 
evil Company of their Fanlts. How.ſhould one ſtick 
ſay it remained unſcorch'd in the midſt of a flaming 


Bundle? *Tistrue, As fire begets fire, ſodath fun ; c- 


vil manners corrupt good, though the operationbe not 
always preſent : Poyſoamuſthave a time of working: 
The moreour familiarity grows with ſin, the leſs the 
deformity thereof appears: After the Muſick is en- 
ded, the Tune ftill: remains-in our. Ears. He that 


-makes Conſcience of his Ways, muſtavoidevilCom- 


pany as he would do Poyſon, or an houſe infe&ed 
with the Plague; and write, Lord bhawe mercy upon us 
on the. one Door, as well as on theother.. : Others 


 makeSatantheir Cover, and caſt. their Sins upon his 


Score. The Devil may follicitus, but he cannot ne- 
ceſſitate us : He could not thruſt the Apple by force 
down Eves Throat,nor puſh, Chriſtby violencedown 
from the Pinnacle : Hebath, a fleight of perſwading, 
not a power of compelling : He blows the Coals, bur 
the Fire is our own: He bites, bur it is thole which 
thruſt themſelves imto his Jaws : Reſift the Devil, and 
be will fly from you.'' Laſtly, Somemake GOD him- 
{elf the Cover for their Sins 3 of all Covers.thic is the 
worſt : So Adam , The Woman which THOU gavest 
me. Such are they which make all things in the 
World, evenSin at ſelf, tocome to pals fatally, inevi- 
tably, by victueof a necaſſragng Decree of GOD. 
Suchare they which make their Redeemer their Pack- 
Horſe(be it ſpoken with Reverence)to bear their pre- 

| C ſumptuous 
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the Gates rel gon cx pd jou 
Shame,paſt Grace, ..-St, tin bewaile has 4H Hs 
in the $treets of Babylon., where when he heard his 
Companions baaſting.of furs ht ar he was for- 
ceditofcign thoſe vgs hemever.did, lc Fo frhe ſhould 
apptariſe much.moce vile, by. how.much be was more 
innocent. .. That which was his. Detaſtation ;-13 now 
the onely:Garb tor a Gallant,:; Such, aa was 
Chin, thargloriilio-the Nakednch of tis own Fr 
ther,whilk.bemoce modeſt Brethrencoperedat with 
their;Faces Þackaard :. Such another Gallant was Ce- 
kguls, who faid, He liksd nothing better his own Diſ- 
$oſttionyhus bis Impudents 4 A \oppeenfires Ki 
EI a ey It TRA DEE 
fio,: That ſhefnada ViſhoronFoers 
beallnmed= Shamefaftae(s. is the p oe. oP _—_ 
Sho Harbin: of Gmcs, 5 ra Honeſty, 
Sea of Virtug ,, the, Witncls. of anogencie, Ta 
glotyingavin-is the pext{ Damon Hh 
that ule {uch-vain- Covers as the all one ay wi 
foragother cover; gven jhe Mouptaips to, fall upon 
them, andthe Hills tagqyerthem fromthe preſence 
of the Lawb...\ $pugpraſpergas.sthiscourſerof, con- 
cealing:: That's thegext part, Now wot proſper. 


- "Fir, "He GmY:natipy: per mas Gn; he hall, not 
hindethay Happinels'an ne. init. whach he ex- 


peGs...' Amon'was lick of fove untilhe enjoyed Tha- 
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ar, thatmoment paſſed; his Love was dogged with 
Hatred and Repentance. What a'deaf 6f.convent- 
encie and hearts eaſe did Abab" promiſe to hmiſelf ih | 
Naboth's Vineyard; and the very firſt tmiehe goesto 
take poffeſton of it, hemeets there with the Tidings 
of the utter rnine of Himſelf and Family. Herod vi- 
olated all Laws of God" and'Man , butthened*his * 
Conſcience, waded through a' Sea of Blo6d, all'to 
ſettle the Kingdomupon his Son ; and he proves an 
Unthrift ; offers half of ittoa wanton Minion for a 
Dance, 'So Goodsill gotten, are Itke a Coal of Fire 
in a thatch'd Houſe. Remember” Herod. Before 
Tadas had fingered that beggerly ſum of thirty pieces 
of Silver, his Nefires were upon the Rack ; he for- 
got his Duty to-Got, his Fidelity to- his Maſter, his 
care.of his ownfoul,But when he once had'it,hecould 
not indure to look upon it, as being the cauſe of. his 
bane ;. he caſts it away as an infe&ious Rag; he dil- 
gbrgeth itinthe very Temple : hisdeteſtarion ofchat 
poylonons Morſel, was greater than his reverence to 
that Holy Place. When Pharaoh's lean Kine had de- 
voured the fat, they were ſtill no better favoured 
themſelves, Let ns all but Jook back to our former 
Exceſſes, and'ynlawfulPleaſures, and fee if we may 
nor (ighing fay with the Apoftle\, What profit had we 
of thoſe things whereof we are now aſbamed ? So he 
ſhall not proſper in his ſin._ | Y 
_ Secordly, He that notproſper m'his Aﬀairs; not 
in his temporal [Tndertakinfs ; 7er.22, 36. Write this 
manchildlefs, a man that fbatl not proſper m his days. 


[ſrael 
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Iſrael could not prof} £ LL as the accurſed thing 
remained hidden in Aehan's Tent. The eleven Tribes 
olpeted not againſt Benjamin, until they had hum- 
bled themifelves by faſting. Fonas profpered notina: 
Ship until he had hodncich himſelf toGod; then he 
found (xfety m the Belly of a-Whale. Neither ſhall 
he thrive'or proſpet inſpicitual Graces : No Man carr 
ferve both GOD and Beljal : Theſe hidden Sins do 
choak the Seed of the Word ; they hinder the Efli- 
cacie of our Prayers, they make the bleſſed Sacrament 
to become ooien.. and our Faſts and Humiliations, 
to b- meer Mockeries.. The Grace of God will not 
ſuffer Mates, to be chamber-fellows, and fellow-com- 
moners with her inthe ſame Heart: Toak for which 
of otir fins things have ſucceeded unproſperouſly wich 
us, were to ſeek a manu Athens at noon day, with # 
Candle and a Lanthorn. The Lord an&ifie ourluf- 
feringsto us; until then 3 we cannot proſper in our 
Aﬀai-s. 
- Thirdly, He ſhall not profpee 1 m his conceatin>nt; 
God will briogit to light, 2 Sam. 12.2. Thou didft tt 
ſecretly,but I will do this thing before all Iſrael, and be- 
fore the $un:---Fornothing is covered, which ſhall not be 
revealed; Euk. 12.2. ' Almoſt incredibve are the” ways 
which God weth for the Dt{covery of cry ing Gins ; 
efpectally of Murther. . Whi'ſt the Farth is covered 
with Snow, the Ditches, and Dunghills, and Detor- 
mities thereof arehid; butby the melting ofthe Snow 
they ac diſcovered” + $0-the'viIanous Projefs of 


L itl-mb! ersare * tek. over wich a ſhew of Snow- 
C3 white 


1 
white INE — Þ that they; Br aþbleika 
Serve noe Opeth dre tp cy hn 

f MACH (pc fall. brieg/owth Eto their 
hartd wghoeks wallapftar todo Tor att Wivnda 
wemajthbdayohſerve thefpoidtep pjaſtices 
haw.hebjangs theſame/Traublss home to help Doors 
who have boenundertahd che Contrideped Fomeny 
ters of thetnamong their Neighbours: And aow Bel- 
long begins to ſhake ber bloydy Whip among: them, 
3s if God ſhould ay, Thowdjd&tit ſecretly, but will 
 daithisthing begs all -Exr & and leforc.the Sun- 
Tuſt art thou, OLord, axd right are thy judgements. So 
: he ſhall not proſper in his concealtyent, | 
Faurthly, HaſhaY.not proſperjngbtaiuingpardon. 
tor hisfin3: agd cher all bis-othrr-Advantagerare £00. 
muchto hiscalt;: What ſhall it profit 41martogein the, 
whale world, aud loſs bis own Sep. ' A-damned ipicitin 


Hell may asſopn hope for-forgivenels at the Hands of 


God, as that perſon who hides and cheriſheth his fing 
piivarlyinhisHears;. ahizisa6 make pd Gonkede- 
rate. with usin our wickednelsapd difſumulation :'Tia 
inyyig.tockinoverarlore,.whilft dend. flelh remains 
withing, the  Werpon-cuſt-frft.be'pull'd out, bes 
toreahs Wound canÞe coredts The Medicjnesgffals 
yatign profit nat a wqunded Soul, uptih cle finy, darts 
of. an be'drawa gutby Repentance; - $0. he. (hall 
nogprgl per, inihis Recovery, 

Lake, Thelr:Mordns He flall.an proſper a 


Oy: +2 pag, as. he ball png i 
mart for it, 
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r, He fhall ſuffer in- > Gonſiens th thoſe. Cera 
dfveva, thee blinde blows wllioh"n6 ind hfows 
but he, which feels worſe than all the Plagh® of E- 

'ypt, and Botches of Fob. This made Cain a Runna- | 

ate ifpon'the face of the Barth," © | 

"95 Thehiecments of Ovd hill parfie” the both 
36th LXef and th&'Lif6 th "Eine" "Maid B@ be 
only notprofper i his ain;, 16 eticaik the Crown to 

_ kisPoſterity, buEthe day cxhie/ that a1for alk; ſach - 
2 c6iiÞ of urtmeaſiivable: iterits *dthey 
ae-deſaribed'by Paſophns; did hikdtyrever 1 Higer'rd- 
gether "er ofie” ah ," ad? Which world; theſe 
were bur the fore-renders of ercatef : : Tadas: did 
Hot- only milf is eanrehtment inthe! thicty pleces of 
$iver, but he gor thirty Clirſeoy" Youmay thiterhemn 
'Pſef-669.-' The Mere y" butrh& Co##ſd- 
ſtuck by- kam-rneil they” ionghe hm ro 8 halter. 

[Paviendt a Mattheret tha raves :it apr thetftasc 
fot thefleftiobiitont {A bf 2iPrifedypnorai Ot: 
vial BRaefing $55 heanihiny aoFalThiefilhkrisvi- 
br fad: t&hÞ PxecavioHn + Hale: phrietice arid 

Atho Cataſtrophe; Feke _— fre doth 
ow wrt a »he Eoxd ſWit'protoricerh bis 

"aujt at Dhae 1hwak Boro dtobirl ale Veg flue the 
Evi. barit fall if beondlbBitbabe mirkg 421 Plits 
_— way he ſhall not proſpetl-& 121,751 3s 

And fo TeAvehinwAakinonder a Net ten; ing 
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Bur bethat enfifſh aud frſokthrhem, ſullbans 


Confefljon, with 'its Requiſites , Contrition-and 
Amendinenit of Life , which is here called forſakeng, 
domake up a compleat Repentance. Which fome 
Fathers ſtyle a ſecond Table after ſhipwrack, others a 
Baptiſm of pains and tears : yea,ſome of them doubt- 
ed not to ſay, That Confellion did leole the bands of 
ſin, and exringuiſhthe Fire of Hell ; thatis , not by 
way of Merit, but by way of Impetration; not b 
paying, but by pacifyiag the wrath of God, ard {o 
averting his Judgements. No, thoſe bleiſcd Saints 
did never dream that the Covenant of Grace, where- 
anto we are admitted by Baptiſm, was evacuated 
by aLapſc imoſin; or that any new & different Co- 
venaat was eſtabliſhed by Repcntance,, grounded 
partly upon the Merits 'of Chriſt, and. partly upon 
our (elves. ' Let Confeſſion and Repentance have 
their due, but let them nor thruſt Chriſt out of the 
Chair, from whoſe Grace they flow, from whoſe Ac- 
ceptation they bave their Efticacy. Thrice happy 
are they which uſe this' Plank aright , to'bring them 
through the raging Billows of this ſinful wotld;to the 
Haven of eternal Bliſs. 

Confeſlion is as ancient as our firſt Parents, whom 
God hintſelf did call to the performance of thisduty. 
It was pradtiſed among the Iſraelites, by Divine Pre- 

cept,Num.g.7. By thoſe Jews that repaired to the Ba- 
| 7 ptiſm 
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( 7 
ptiſm of -Fobn, Matth.'3. Lp Epheſian- Con- 
verts, 'AQs 19. refered! 'by-$ - Fantes, Jam. 5. 
Con feſt one to another, and' pray one 246 another. 'En- 
Fr with fuch ample privileges, as in the firſt 
Epiſtle of St. Tobn, If we confe eſs our ſins, he is faith- 
full anll juſt to elder 8 our ſin#, and cleanſe us from 
all unrighteouſneſs. | Andhere inmy Text, He that 
covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper, but he that confeſſeth 
and forſaketh them, ſhall have mercy. There 1s no 
better phyſick' for a full tomacl than a vomit ; 'nor 
for a ſoul replete with fin, than Confeftion: Bodily 
ſores do oftentimes compell a-man'to put off natu- 
ral ſhamefac'dnels, and to.expoſe hisleſs honourable 


parts'to the view-/of the Chirurgion:* 'Ought not 


every oneto'be as folicitous for his' foul}? We. of- 
fend God three ways; by-theimaginations of our 
hearts; by the words of .our- months; 'by the a- 
tions of our lives: If we intenÞto pleaſe God, 
we muſt take velchn contrayy'© -eoutſt';/ for evil 
thoughts ' 'of the"! Heart :- Nig, -contritton of ' the 
heaven for- corrupt” (peackes of the mouth; bring 
Confeſſion of the niquthi; for wicked ations! of 
our: life; *brins” Files" worthy imetidment dF life: 
By this means wE'btidg-phory ro'God), and ſhawe 
to Our felves'; and prevent that great confuſt on of 
face, which otherwiſe muſt fall upon us at the day 
of Judpettient, befote God #hd"Angels and Men: 
A cohirite Ginke Rand nbe upott'rexms'of repu- 
tation © with God, or with his Chinch: ; Why 
ſhould 'we bs more :affrdid- to confeſs, than we 

D were 


(18) 
were to offcud ?.;to make thoſe the Wirneſſes of 01,- 
Tears,' who have been the Witnefles of our Faults 
totake away the Scandal that we our {elveshave g 
ven ? Let:the World take notice of ous Sin, -{o ' 
may likewiſe take notice of our Repentance. 
great Sickneſs often .aſhers. in Health, and abett. 
Habitude of the Body;a broken Bone, when it is w.... 
knit, grows the ſtronger. : So the. firſt ſhall be |. 
and the laſt ſball be firſt. Indeed Innocence (if ti. 
Herb of Grace weretto be found) is bettes than C-., 
feffron : but there. is more joy in hegwen over one ſur 
that repenteth, than ninety nine juſt Perſons that nees 
repentance, among the Holy Angels : Da Pater {ſc .. 
per 63s gandere de nobis, $£c. Grant, © Father, t]. 
they mayalways, rezoyce-over us, that, Thou ma . 
always be glorified-by them for us, that we and th 
rogether may praiſe thy Holy'Name, © Thou t]. 
art the Creator of Men and Angels. 

No man can-doubt but the Romaniits have gro. | 
abuſed Confeſſion, by tricking it up-in the Robes - 
a Sacrament z, by obtruding a particular and plen;- 
enumeration of all ſins, toMan, as ablolutelyaec-- 
Gary to Salvation. by Divige, Inflicution, by mal® - 
it with their computations, .a Remedy rather for - : 
Conteſlors Pucle, thanthe Confitents Soul, by in 
ling ludibriousPenances : As Chancer obſerved , 
$29 bye tompole ag ealtePenance, where he I - 
ed tor good Pittance, by making it a'Pick-Loc; | 
kneyy theſecrety of States and Families , Scire w. * 
ſecretadomus atque undetinreri , by abſolviog bc 
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"hey enjoyn A. 2 NY , by reducing 
-to acnſtomary Formality ; as it were but the 
onchuding ofan Old Score tobeytra New. So or 
he other {ide it cannot be denied that our Proteſtant 
.onfeſſions are for the moſt part too Ceneral-, We 
onfeſs weare Sinners, and'that's all, which fignifies 
othing: And alittle toopreſumptuons: They that 
larenot truſt their own Judgement about their E- 
tates, withont the opinion of a Lawyer, nor about 
heir Bodies, withour the adviſe of a Phyſician, are 
viſe enough for their Souls, withoutany other Dire« 
Hon : Andahitrle too careleſs, asif we were telling 
Story of a third Perſon that concern'd not us: We 
onffsHoht Errors willingly, which neither intrench 
pon onr Credit, nor threaten us with puniſhment”; 
- ut greater Crithes, where'the diſcovery brings with 
tear of ignominy and diſgrace,or luffering forthem, 
''e conceal and cover with as much art as may' be: 
aſtly, Even whitft we are confefling, we have too 
fren a minde to retnrn withthe dog to bis vomit, aud 
ith the ſow to her wallowing in the mire, What 
this but a phin mocking of GOD? Far4rom 
iy Hopes of Mercy: : For thongh Covering alonebe 
Font Cafe of Puriifhment',/ He that towereth 
- + ſors all not proſper yet Cotifelſfohr alone; with« 
Vit Forlaking,is not a ſyflicient Canſe of Mercy ; But 
| ;: that core Neth antt forfaketh, ſhall have mercie. Not 
{rbears them innaturat, or onely by an ontward ab: 
inetice, bit forſaketh them as'a'man would*aſt a 
nake ont'of his Boſome, with deteftation. An out- 
D 2 ward 


(20 ) 
ward abſtinence isnot the truechangeof a Chriſtian : 
like 3 Dog thatjsmuzzel'd,: ora Thiet that is:mana- 
cled, which Kill cetaintheir formerdilpoſitions: When: 
the.nnclean ſpirit returns to bis old habitation, and finds 
it ſwept and garniſbed, not throupgh]y, but ſuperticial- 
ly cleanſed by aa outward Reformation, without an 
inwazd.Renovation,, he brings with hjm :ſeven other 
ſpirits, and the latter end of that man is worſe than the 
beginning.. He thatabſteins-from an old fin not for 
Conſcience, towards God, but for-fear of ſhame or 
puniſhment, is like that Wolf yhereof the, Father 
{peaks, which cameuntothe Sheeptold, to kill and.to 
deyour, the Shepherd waking, the Dogs barking ſca- 
red him away indeed, but altered not his wolviſh na- 
ture : Laps venit fremens, Lupa redit tremens ;, Lu- 
pus eſt &» fremens @# tremens. Soforſakesthem, not 
torbears them.” 
- Again, Forſakes them, not conceals them : Pene- 
tration of Bodies 1s. a Monſter in Philoſophy : an 
Heart inwardly replete with ſecret fins, hath no room 
tor Grace : A good Leſſon; or a good Motion to it, 
is like a Spark of Fire falling intoa Veſſel of Water, 
preſently, extinguiſhed ; or.like good Seed falling, a- 
mong I horns; ſoon. choak'd.” ; What fellowſhip 
EG with Darkneſs, or CHRIST with Be- 
al ©. 
;c. In natural Tranſclementation, there muſt be.ſome 
_ Jhnjity between the Bodies, as Fire and Air, not Fire 
and,Watcr.;, for the. too great.. contrariety :. but in 
{piritual Converſton ,; no diſparity can hinder! the 
change : 


] 
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change ; The greateſt fins dogftenproducethe moft.. 


ſignal cqnverſions!;-as t.; was in, Saul, changed in'the.. 
height of his fury from, a Perſecutor to: an Apoſtle, 
froma Wolf to a "Shepheard, from aPyrat to a Gover« 
nour. -' * 

We cannot liyeas Amphibians i in twoſuch contra- 
ry Elements, aa refalved courſe of fin and of God: 
linels 3 ſuch half Converts, who have nothing buta 
few idle yawning defires, can expe& nothing at rhe 
hands of God, but to be ſpewed out of his mouth 
for theicluke-warmneſs; the mouth of Hell isfull of 
ſuch vain Wiſhes and Wiſhers, which. uſe no ſerious | 
means to gain them” liberty, but onely thruſt theic 
heads out of the Crate, to look abont them.. . Aman 
may break all. the Commandments.of God:, and be 
guilty of-nont; if ir be againſt } his refolutian,jf, he be. 
heartily ſorry for it : It is not omuch Sin, ,as Impe- 
tence, for which men are damn'd;: And onthe other 
ſide, he that breaks but one Commandment habitual- 
ly, andrefolyedly, is guilty of, all. .I Fear this is ma- 
ny of our Conditions, we rather cover ous, fins, or 
torbear them, than forſake them; we deſire rather to 
make a Trace with God,.than a Peace; We do with 
out ſins, as Servants do with theic fires when they go 
coBed, puttheriznot.out, but rakethem up; ſo w hen 
we come to reckon with Conſcience; and tymake up. 
onr Accompts with God,, we donot delice to take ai 
everlaſting.tarewell of our fins, ab bac moments i1t { - 
ternum, as St. Auſtin ſaichy; hat onely a. Covertcn,to 
hidethent in an heap of Devotions, far the: preſent, 
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whilſt we are Shai Cerkci Duties to God, 
or whilſt the bletied-Sacrament doth Rike @kind of 
Reverctce mto out” henrts, "with a priepoſe to re-af- 
{mve therh upon the firſt opportunity ; as the Serpent 
doth herpoyſon, which ſhe had left behinde her in 
her Den.- Can any man think that{uch a fained ſhow 
of forſakiag our link can heacceptable to God? O 
no! it #to0 hollowthearted. That converſion which 
findes mercy, muſt be ſerious and ſincere : Godsfor- 
giveneſsand our fbrſaking, go ſtill hand in hand toge- 
ther : Forgive ws oxr reſpſſer there's the one ; And 
lead 1s not into temptation, there's the other : Turn thy 
face from my ſins,O Lord, there'sthe former ; And make 
me a clean heart, there's the latter : Lord have mercie 
pon #5, there's forgiveneſs 3 And incline onr hearts to 
keep thy Law there's forfaking : | That brings me to 
the ſt Part, Shall have mercy. 

One might ask, Which of all Gods Mercies ? The 
Air we breathe , the Light we behold , the Ground 
we tread upon;the Meat we'eat, whatſoever we arc, 
or have, or hope for, it is hismercie : By t we live, 
and move, and have our being : Thou haſt crowned me 
with thy mercie, faith David : it 18a Metaphor taken 
from a Garland, which is compaſed'of many and dif- 
ferent Flowers. Gods mercie was the onely motive 
toour Redemption ; his merciful Grace preventing 
ns and aſſiſting us, is the onely means to apply this 


Redemption ; the conſideration of this mercie s that 


which 1ncourageth us to: Repentance : As Chriſt 
prayed Father forgive then ; the poor Thief grew 
bold, 


UM 
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; bold, Lord remember & , 2 NEVE 1s the end of our 
Repentance, that we may finde forgiyenels : Mercie 
1s our ſupporterinall our forrows for {in,that we roar 
not out with Cain, My fin * greater than that it canbe 
forgiven; norbetake our ſelves deſperately, with Ju- 
das;to an halter. Mercie jsouronely plea,wherr wedo 
repent ; we cannot fay-we have done {uch and ſuch 
good offices for the timepaſt,we are toounprofitable 
Servants, we dare not promile of our {elyes, to be 
' -more ſerviceable for the time to come, weare toode- 
{ultory creatures : Lord forlake notus; leaſt we for- 
fake Thee. Mercy is the obje&@ of our hopes, the 
total ſum of our deſires; both Grace and Glory do 
dependupon Mercy, | Samercieis the beginning, the 
middle; the<end af wad happineGs./ i [', | 

* But St. Fobn will tell us what mercy this is; If we 
confeſs our:fins, he 1s faithful and juſt to forgive us cur 
fins This:Mercy, then is forgiveneſs, of fin.. That 
whichiscalled Merey here; iscalled. Zaftice there ; Ic 


15 Mercie to make agractous Promiſe, bus jt is Juſtice 
tokeepit. Without this Mercy of Forgivenels, all 
the other Merciesof God are no Meccies, but Judge- 


ly members, and forlake their own Lufts : For he 
ro DID nt bai bn pip tarts! that 
\ 


"2 
_ "thutbilleth bins ſba was; A cenbutls that cdnfeſſeth 
and forſaketb thine; ſhell: bave mertie, 1005110 71 
"Now amongall themeanserdained by God forthic 
obtaining this ſaying, mercy mentioned in my Text, 
afrerBaptzimal Grace,-there is none more efficacious 
' than thebſefſed Sierument ofthe Body: and Blovd'of 
Chriſt, theveryconduit-Pipe of: Grace toall worthy | 
Communicants, the Manha'of Life and immortality, - 
the precious Antidoteagaipſt the ſting and infeQionh 
- os theinfernal Serpertt, tharineſtimable Love-token” 
-which Chriſt at hisdepartureleft to his:Church; ©© 
keepitiremembranceof him ; the true pool of Bethe/- 
da,wherein we may be cured ofall our infirmities.Pre-. 
Paration' of our{etyes is necellary before the perfor- 
mance of all holy Dritiegbat eſpecially beforetheho-. 
ly Sacrament. - Weought to repair rothe participati- 
on of this with as great cate and anxiety.;'as if we 
wete immediately todepart out of the-world. was 
deathifor anaiicrentiviſedperian toedt ofthe Paſchal 
Lamb;wemuſt circum ale oareyes,our ears,our hands 
and our hearts 4- and take heed how we come to'this - 
Wedding Feaſt, without the Wedding Garment: ; 
T7 O Lori BY wheat to-all th Fur arias thee | 
whole hearts to ſeth, Thee; ;thongh they be nor:purgod ue 


cording to the Purification of the Sanfiuary.” 
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